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Jonn i. 1. 


In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. 


SECTION L 


DES HE Eternity and Divinity of our The truth of the 
| 2 bleſſed Lox p and Redeemer, are emity and divi- 


evidently aſſerted by a man in- 2 1 n K- 


ſpired by the Spirit of truth, by a Ga, go 
man converſant in a familiar man- b, an nen 


82 
ner with that very Word, by a wonable witnefs. 


man who was a conſtant ear-witneſs of that Word's 


divine doctrine, and eye-witneſs of his wonder- 


ful miracles; who ſaw the glorious transfiguration 
of his body, aſſumed in a virgin's womb, the 
token of his ap reſurrection, ſoon after 
the death, which he ſuffered, like a lamb, for 
the ſalvation of mankind. He with many others 


ſaw 
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him aſcend into heaven: and a few days 


when there were no other beings with Gop the 
Father, but the Word, his only begotten Son ; 
and the Holy Ghoſt, who ever proceeded from 
both. Theſe three divine Perſons always were 
one being, and could not but be always, be- 
cauſe they are ſelf-exiſtent ; and in ſelf- exiſtence, 
there 1s neither beginning nor ending. All other 
beings are the creatures of the ſeveral manifeſta- 
tions of their power, wiſdom and goodneſs, ex- 
erted many ways, by their word and energy, or 
effectual workings; ſome upon matter, others 
upon ſpirits, according to. their moſt righteous 
— (an infallible rule, that _ * gm 
ineſs and everlaſting glory ; ) the deviating 
from which is the cauſe of all miſry and in- 
7 

Shs de band Now, the ſecond Perſon of the Holy Trinity 
Perſon of the is Called the Word, not as the holy writ in gene- 
the Word; ern. ral, the prophecies of the Old Teſtament in par- 


- 
: 


F 


precepts; 4 

Spirit; not, 

but in a much higher degree, in a more tranſ- 
cendant, unſpeakable, myſterious manner ; in 
order to expreſs 

human capacity 

Perſon, begotten 

truly ſuch Word 1 


beings before the creation can be ſup- 

poſed, but the ThreeDivine Perſons, who are the 

origin of all things, viſible and invilible. 

St Jabs ſays, that this Word was in the begin- 

ning with Gad; he ſays it to prevent this imper- 

tinent queſtion, Where that Word could be before 
the worlds were? He was with Gop, the ever 


of fe 84 | 


ather, 
of him he is the ſecond Perſon, God of God. 
is ſo in an ineffable manner. This is the true 
Church of CnRIST, that has been, 
6 caddie 4 


N 


God. 
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ſubſiſted, and will ſubſiſt for ever, notwithſtand- 
ing all the affaults of the Devil, and his buſy 
agents, againſt its ſaving truth. 

N 
nity, ſays further, that the Word was God ; which 
excludes all diſtinction in the divine eſſence and 
glory, between the firſt Perſon and the Second; 
and evidently ſhews the unity in both. That the 
Word is here ly called Gop, the context 
evinces: for this apoſtle, after having ſaid, that 
the Word was with God, immediately afferts, 
that the Word was Gad. 


SECTION IL 


OW, whoever believes and affirms, that 
the term Gop in the middle of this verſe, 
in the end of it, is to be taken differently ; 
n a 


and 

the one in a literal ſenfe, abſolutely ; and the o- 

ther in a figurative ſenſe, modifcally lays u 

the Evangeliſt the im 

his readers, by the ambiguity 

a ſnare which they SIT 5; by 

muſt be underſtood, fay the adverſaries, the ſu- 
preme Being ; and by the other immediately fol- 
lowing, a ſubaltern one: which impuration, ſurely, 
no true chriſtian would lay upon the beloved 
apoſtle of our Lord Jzsus ChRISs r. 


ut is oblervs- It is worth obſervation, that the term Gop 


is mentioned eleven times in this chapter in its 

ſenſe ; and that no inſtance can be pro- 
uced out of the New Teſtament, where it is 
mentioned in the ſingular number, but in that 
proper ſenſe. Can it therefore be afſerted with 
any ſhow of reaſon, that in the end of this verſe, 
where it is ſaid that the Word, our Lord Jzsus 
CHRIST, is Gop, that term muſt be taken in an 


improper 


number? 


the Word was in the beginning with God. Now, 
ſay they, if the following term, Gop, be taken 
properly, the import of the Evangeliſt will be 
this, that Gop was with Gop, which will be mere 
» and ſound very uncouthly 


will not ſerve the turn of A poor ſhift 
that term God in an im- . 


This is the anſwer z which I hope will be fatiſ- An bees u i. 


factory. 

In the ſame conception and acception of the 
mind, when all relations are laid aſide, nothing 
indeed can be ſaid but improperly to be that very 
thing, which is one and the ſame with itſelf; as 
that the only Son of Gov is the only 
Son of Gop, and the Holy Ghoſt is the 
Holy Ghoſt : but that which is in eſſence 
one and the ſame, as in the Godhead, or the 
divine nature of the Father, of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghoſt ; yer there are three diſtinct Per- 
ſons in one eſſence; as in the ſoul of man and in 
the ſpirit of Angel, there are three diſtinct facul- 
ties, the underitanding, the will, and the me- 
mory ; and yet but one effence, one conſciouſneſs. 
Whatſoever is in God, is certainly God. Now 
with him there is power and wiſdom, goodneſs 
and mercy, as well as juſtice. 

All five, omnipotent, omniſcient, omaipreſent, 
all-ſufficient, and infinite. Nevertheleſs power is 
diſtin from wiſdom, and wiſdom from goodneſs, 
and goodneſs from mercy, and mercy from juſ- 
tice; and yet omnipotent power is undeniably 
Gop; ſo is infinite wiſdom, ſo is unlimited 

good- 
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goodneſs, ſo is boundleſs mercy, ſo is unerring 
or infallible juſtice z for each 3 — 


— that though + hc 
Word was with God ; yet he affirms very properly, 
that the Ward himſelf was God. 


SECTION III. 


by the third 1 the third verſe of this chapter ; 
addy St Pa. in Which we read, That all things were made by 
the Word; and without bin was not any thing 
made that was made. It is likewife ſup 
by St Paul, who tells us, that, By bim were all 
things created, that are in heaven and that are 
in earth, viſible and inviſible; whether they be 
thrones or dominions, or principalities, or powers : 
all things were created by him, and for bim. 
And in another place, Thou, Lord, in the begin- 
ning baſt laid the foundation of the earth; and 
the heavens are the works of thine hands. The 
inference, conſiſtently with reaſon and revelation, 
can only be this, That the Word, our Lord 
Jesus CarisT, is God, in the propereſt accep- 
tation of the term. 
st Jobs tells vs Thus St Jobn tells us, when, and where, and 
when, and where, what the Word was in my text; He was, ſays he, 
Word was in the in f he beginning, be was with God, and be was 


Col. i. 16. 


beginning. Gad: And in the fame chapter, he tells us fur- 
John i. 10, 17, ther, that, He was in the world; that be came to 
" his 


St Jonn' Goſpel, chap. i. ver. 1. 

his ; that be was made eb, and dwelt with 
ws. This is the true and only Redeemer of man- 
kind, in both his divine and human 
ſtrictly united Whoſoever will receive Whoerer will 
him as ſuch is his diſciple ; and if he be willing Gl 0. 
to conform his life and converſation according to his 
his ill acknow 
is church, and the coheir of his grace and of 
whoſoever rejects him as ſuch, 7,3 ,5* whoever 
If his diſciple, and expect 
ingdom, which he has -pur- 7 
the believers in him? This member of | 
conſideration : only I de- . * 
his eternal wel- 


Our Evangeliſt, when he ſaid, that tbe Word 
language of the moſt judicious 
is nation, who knew that their 
was called, by their prophet Jſaiab, the 1. vi. 17. 
is, God with us; the mighty chay. is. 6. 

Father. Even the heathens, 
had a notion, the firſt, that 
ings; and the 
other, that he is Gop, the Word, the efficient 
cauſe, which being eternal, pervades or goes 
through all matter, forming every thing, This 
by the by is to ſhew, that 


Miniſters of Caxr1sT, entertain and propagate **5=* dd. 
notions concerning the Word, our bleſſed Lord 

Je$vus, a vaſt deal below the notions of theſe 

heathen learned authors. I tremble for them, 

when I reflect upon the terrible wo pronounced 

by our bleſſed Lord Jesvs, againſt ſuch men as 

they are: Wo unto you, ſcribes and Phariſees, by- Mas. i. 23. 
pocrites; for you hut up the kingdom of heater 

againſt men: for ye neither go in your ſeives, neither 


ſuffer 


ledge him for the 1, Kasten | 


many among us, who Some among us | 
call themſelves Chriſtians, even among the clergy, e whe | 
who have the confidence to call themſelves the Word, than the 


: 
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ſuffer ye them that are entring, 10 go in. To re- 
turn to the matter in 


SECTION VV. 


S the real diſtinctions of the three divine 
Perſons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghott, in the moſt Trinity ; and parti- 
cularly the divine nature of our bleſſed Lord Jzsvus, 
e 
taith, points di very be 
ning of Chriſtianity ; TR ks 
utmoſt importance to the ſalvation of men, I muſt 
dwell a little more upon the divinity of the Re- 
deemer of mankind, and endeavour to undeceive 
thoſe, who, after they have deceived themſelves, 
ſtrive with might and main to deceive others; I 
muſt endeavour to open their eyes to the cleareſt 
diffuſed light, which appears in the holy ſcripture, 
C this wonderful myſtery of our bleſſed 
Lord Jzsus Cukisr. I muſt intreat them not 
to rely upon their reaſon, that reed, broken by 
fin, blown up and down, ſwayed by paſſions ; 
and unable of knowing thus much, how to cure 
any of their inward and chronical bodily diſeaſes ; 
hew their body and ſoul are fo ſtrictly Sree to- 
gether, that at certain thoughts they have imme- 
diately certain motions, and at certain motions 
there ariſe quickly certain thoughts in their mind ; 
that the acts of the one are the acts of the other. 
However they pretend that, by the means of 
their boaſted-of reaſon, they can remove the inve- 
terate diftempers of their ſoul, and purify their 
heart, raiſe to heaven, and open it; when they 
cannot ſo much as riſe themſelves above the ſky 
to any purpoſe. Their reaſon alone is far from 
being a ſufficient guide to lead them in the true 
way 
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upon the face of the waters. 
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way of ſalvation, as experience evidently demon- 
ſtrates. Recourſe muſt be had to the revealed 
will of Gop, which affords us ſufficient light to 
direct our mind. This is the light offered by the 
divine wiſdom, to the eyes of their mind. 

The ſcripture ſays, that Jebovab ( tranſlated Gen. A. 24+ 
the Lond) rained, upon Sodom and Gomorrah, | 
brimſtone and fire, from Jehovah out of heaven. 

It is evident, that mention is made here of two 

diſtin Perſons of the Godhead, both called Je- | 
hovab; (a moſt ſacred name, appropriated only to 1 
the ſupreme Being) the firſt Gop the Father, the 
ſecond Gop the Son; both one in effence, but two 4 
diſtin perſons. To this paſſage anſwers David's 
exhortation to Kings; To kiſs the Son, to worſhip pt. is. 12. 
bim, that is, the Son of Gop; left be be angry, 

and they periſh. And in Job, it is aſked, Where jo wav. 10, 
is God my maker ? in the original Hebrew, maker, 

in our tranſlation, is in the plural; ſo it is in Iſaiab, If. liv. 4- 
Thy makers are thy buſband; here huſband is in the 

ſingular, to ſhew the unity of the divine Perſons. 

And in Eccleftaſtes, Creator is likewiſc in the plural, cc. xi. r. 
Remember thy Creators. Theſe paſſages anſwer to 

the words of Gene/ts, Let us make man in our image; Gen. i. 26, 
which manifeſtly include Gop the Fa- 

ther, Gop the Son, and Gop the Holy Ghoſt. 

It is faid in the fame chapter, ver. 2. that the 


third Perſon, the Holy Spirit, moved (or brooded) chap. i. 2. 


Go ye, ſays our bleſſed Lord to his Apoſtles, Matt. xvii. 10. 
and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Here the three divine Perſons are nained ; and all 
nations conſecrated to them by baptiſm. Our 
moſt glorious Head, our ſupreme King, our great 
Prophet, our High Prieſt, the Redeemer of man- 
kind, ſays himſelf, I and my Father are one; not John x. 3% 
: one 


6. — 


90 Ie „ 


12 


John xiv. 10. 


ver, 23s 


If. xlii. 8. 
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one perſon in the maſculine gender, but one thing 
in the neuter; one in eſſence and nature, one in 
authority and power, and not barely one in will 
and — 2 ow if that thing be not the divine 
Being, they cannot be one. Some of our 

fellow creatures, blinded by their proud, weak 
reaſon, ſwayed by their unruly paſſions, aſſert, 
that they are not one, but different in their eſſence 
and nature; that the one is greater than the other, 
they only are one in will and conſent, ſay they. 
Now which are to be believed, our Sovereign Lord 
and Maſter, the abſolute Judge of men and Angels; 
or thoſe, who dare deny what the Author of the 
ſaving truth aſſerts? He ſays further, I am in the 
Father, and the Father in me. He had ſaid before, 
That the Father had committed all judgment unto 
the Son: which undoubtedly requires an Almighty 
power, an all-ſeeing eye, a ſupreme wiſdom and 
omnipreſence, to bring all the generations of men 
before his tribunal, and to render to every indivi- 
dual according to his works. He adds, 
that all men ſhould honour the Son, even as they bo- 
nour the Father. Now, does Gop give his 
honour or glory to another? 7/aiab teaches us he 
does not; I am the Lord, ſays Gop himſelf, that 
is my name, and my glory will I not give to another. 
Since then, our Lord Jzsus CHRISH aſcribes it to 
himſelf ; he. muſt be Gop ; if he is not, he induces 
us to commit idolatry, which is an horrible blaſ- 
phemy : and indeed, as God, his Apoſtles wor- 
ſhiped him, when he was carried up into heaven; 
which, ſure, they would not have done, had they 
not been convinced, that he was truly Gov. 
Even the Angels of Gop were commanded to 
worſhip him, as St Paul tells us, in his epiſtle to 
the Hebrews, 


The 
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The three following paſſages, the one in the 

At of the Apoſtles, where it is commanded to ag, ... 28. 

feed the Church of Gop, which he has haſed 

with his own blood: the other, where CartsT is 

ſaid by St Paul, to be over all, God bleſſed for Rom. is. g. 

ever: and the third, where St Jobn declares, that 

the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the true God, and eternal jchn v, 40 

life. Theſe three prove plainly and ex- 

preſly the truth of our bleſſed Redeemer's God- 

head, which is what I intended. 


Now, to Him, with the Father and the Holy 
Ghoſt, be all power and dominion, all honour 
and glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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[5 ve 2 9, Line 9, from the bottom, 
ret 
to 


dele 's feet. P. 10, I. 16, from bottom, for ts riſe, read 
be raiſed. And ſome few others, occaſioned by the Author's 
from the preſs, the Reader is defired to correct. 
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of God, moſt certainly rewarded for ever; and 
upon the vile Service of Mammon, very doubtfully 
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V. A Diſcourſe concerning the Knowledge 
which every Man may and ought to have of both 
his Body and Soul, without which he cannot con- 
tribute to the Happineſs of either. Price 6 d. 


VI. A Diſcourſe upon the wonderful Greatneſs 


of the Lord God ; which, though it appear every 
where, is yet perceived but by very few Men to 
their great Comfort. Price 6 d. 


VII. A ſhort Parallel or Compariſon, between 
the People of Iſrael and the —— — 
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